
MINU'TES OF l^ffEETING OF THE GOmilSSION OF FINE AKTS
HELD IN WASHINGTON, D. C., APHIL 25, 1935

The eighth meeting of the Commission of Fine Arts during the fiscal year

1935, was held in its office in the Navy Department Building on April 25,

1935. The following members were present:

lUr

,

Moore
,
Chairman

,

Mr. Swartwout,
Inlr, Howells,
Mr, Goolidge,
J/ir. Savage,

also H, p. Caemmerer,

Executive Secretary and Administrative Officer,

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a. m.

1, APPHOVAL OF MINUTES OF PPECEDING MEETING: The Minutes of the meeting

of the Commission held on March 23, 1935, were approved.

2. MODEL FOB THE STATUE OF GIENEPAL ARTa-IAS Y/ARD: A model of the iirtemas

Ward statue was received from I'lr. Leonard Grunelle, of Chicago. The entire

height of the model is 44 inches—a 19-inch figure and a 25-inch pedestal .

Mr. Grunelle sent the following letter to accompany the model:

April 23, 1935.

Dear Mr, Caemmerer:

The two boxes containing the model of the Artemas Ward monu-
ment were sent by Railway Express and should be delivered to you
Y/ednesday morning, I am also sending a blue print with this
letter.

In designing the model, with the help of Mr. anith, the archi-
tect,, it has been my object to make the statue and the pedestal as
near a unit as possible. If the Fine Arts Coimrdssion feel that this
has been obtained and that. the model is satisfactory, I could pro-
ceed with pointing the figure to full size, which could be done in

a few weeks, and make whatever corrections may be desired in the
full size. When the design for the pedestal has been approved the
foundation can be put in and work started at the quarry so that the
different phases of the work will progress as rapidly as possible.



t-

t

.i:, .’^, ,.l . 'VVlidiJiV AZ

..'.x-x.j- • -'-nn
'•"

.. u-ritsh-iCi'yj 0d'i ’jo -ex.fii.’ -. -.'. r
' *

!

.
:•.- al aonio ^.rv; .:;,;:.d

I

'

!

,
' --

.

' j.
,
? - . 3 . ‘: .. <

•5
- 1

•
''' '

'
' ' "'(iv J

. :-:-rx. " ^ .
, ,

.

'?(=
A. '"LA'r.r . ",

I

.'I'SJCl’l’xP e%’ i>}*siJeXoi'4L!;. I'cr-' '.^3 uYi^ifvexil:

. •

'
- :

'

'x: ca ^):>i:.cto .^ul

-

it -V.; V . •-.'y^i.' -y „•' ..I .'i ti,' t-i> -4 V ' ' .,»jt v’Ol:"' —J' •

, -jiv,.
,

'..

. ,; ,
.dC'^.isMl jc loji noi&aiiTEicC' '^It l-o-

I.

''M^

(-ToT-.V,:: 'j;: i-Ot .rA.', . .s
r •

, r.y'vO'J.l'vi v' -j^b
,
sllx^nt/^p ti-iV ioc^i . -u, iSG'il bfj'fiorj';.': ua.? Ji^^33S(

K'4»,x 4i
h-

,*r .•„

pm.: '

,U''

b:'rfi“'U a—

-

ai^bi'sni ,I‘^ [c.r lo

'.
,1 ;;r .:!‘3.y/jflniy3» i.-a lii -^li, y.t. li 0 ; 1

,
'

r .;.-.'i' 11*7 :/.

:v *
..

'-rv..v r-if biie

:

01^'
'X bq.

'

'X ;
•>'

’; - T.

* 'iS
''

,

*

"'

,. ..V. K-

raitv' ar-rAfC' >^:

•

"xiWsi. I
'

'*-i .WJieaoy; .-iU h.., .,-

•

--oi'i ,. Xyotv I ,
;.'.Uk ;j.«v.v;

e:fb: bjy-;'^^.;fi.--r:,. Xc 'JV 'to"' .qiiVijX 'T'M:
.

XX
'::') v.iAijJ .qq VX7M>'p' ' b© x TXbi X^'"X;;'^XJ,Tx^ft4S f ' !..>>.~^ -. .J&(.! b'irf.a rlC' t it- ;

• ',

. XX.'...<4;., H K*;i /ib ^ IXX "
^

,'

' ’. '
.",

• X'*^'X'’Xi'>''< .'.-.•^r-.
" x5,>i’

* ” S-?«Xv- :.''.,n’,
\ '

- •
. . ,. v' •;.. ,*3.'-

. %<X. if-. -XW '• •
'.

"'I' ,, - „
'X A- !$. qxx.

,

y.:;^ ^



2

Because of last minute changes in the pedestal the reliefs
around the top are not shoTivn on the model but are suggested in the,

blue print and will be carved so that the si Ihouette of the stone
will not be broken. Models of the reliefs will be submitted after
the design of the pedestal has been approved. I have received an
estimate of twelve thousand dollars for the pedestal in polished
Chelmsford Grey granite.

I will be very glad to hear from you regarding the comments
and criticisms of the Commission,

Yours very truly,
(Signed) Leonard Crunelle,

The members of the Comiriission present inspected the model. They liked

the upper part of the figure and thought it made an excellent silhouette.

The members agreed that the legs are too spindly, Mr. Savage suggested a

change in the transition from the statue to the long column-like pedestal,

and it was thought the butt of an old cannon at the back would help. The

pedestal did not at all please the members and they advised that it be re-

studied. Also they did not favor sculpture on the pedestal, Mr. Coolidge said

it has always been a difficult thing to work out the entasis on a column. In

the absence of Mr. Lawrie, no further action was taken with reference to the

model

,

In the afternoon the Commission inspected the Ward Circle at the inter-

section of Massachusetts and Nebraska Avenues, which has been completed by the

District of Columbia for the statue.

Arrangements v/ere made to have Mr. Lawrie come to Washington to inspect

the model and he came on Wednesday, May 1. Mr, Lawrie concurred in the criti-

cisms of the members of the Commission concerning the model and went even

further by calling attention to other defects in the figure. He strongly

recommended that the sculptor should make a thorough study of the pedestal with
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the architects and submit a new design. Ivir. Lawrie said that the architects

are competent men and there should be no trouble in getting a good design.

lir. Moore called attention to the pedestal for the Alexander Hamilton

Statue. A report was drafted, embodying the recommendations of the Commission

aid this was sent to Mr. Crunelle. (Exhibit a) (See also A-1)

3.. THOL'iAS JEEFEHSON IvIEMOHlAL: Moore stated that he had been re-

quested to attend the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Commission meeting (Exhibit 3),

created under the Act of Congress, approved June 26, 1934, 48 Stat., page 1243,

which reads as follows:

Public Resolution—No, 49—73d Congress
H. J. Rea. 371

JOIRTT RESOLUTION

Authorizing the creation of a Federal Memorial Commission to
consider and formulate plans for the construction, on the
apex block. Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues, in the
city of Washington, District of Columbia, of a permanent
memorial to the memory of Thomas Jefferson, third President
of the United States and author of the Declaration of
Independence.

hhereas there exists no adequate permanent national memorial to
Thomas Jefferson in the Nation’s Capital; and

Whereas the American people feel a deep debt of gratitude to

Thomas Jefferson and in honor of the services rendered by
him:

Therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled. That there is

hereby established a commission, to be known as the ’'Thomas

Jefferson Memorial Comiaission"
, for the purpose of considering

and formulating plans for designing and constructing a per-
manent memorial in the city of Washington, District of Columbia.
Said Commission shall be composed of twelve commissioners as

follows: Three persons to be appointed by the President of the

United States, three Senators by the President of the Senate,
three Members of the House of Representatives by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and three members of the Thomas
Jefferson Memorial Foxmdation, Incorporated, to be selected by
such foundation.
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Sec. 2. The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Commission may in

its discretion accept from any source, public or private,
money or property to he used for the purpose of making survey^

, and investigations, formulating, preparing, and considering
plans and estimates for the improvement, construction, or other
expenses incurred, or to be incurred.

Sec. 3. That said Commission shall annually submit to
Congress a report of the progress of the vifork of the Commission.

Mr. Moore said that the erection of a memorial to Thomas Jefferson in the

National Capital has been pending for many years and that in his opinion the

memorial and location should be given very careful consideration. The Act

mentions the site designated for the Apex Building, but he believed this would

prove unsatisfactory. Mr. Moore then read the following memorandum which he

had prepared for the meeting:

April 25, 1935,

Memorandum for the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Corabrlssion.

Prepared by the National Commission of Fine Arts.

First . It may be assumed that the Memorial to Thom.as Jefferson
will be one of themost distinguished structures in the National
Capital. Such being the case, the location becomes a matter of
first importance. It is essential that the surroundings shall be

such as to enhance and not detract from its impressiveness. This
can be obtained only by a certain degree of isolation, 'The location

should not be in the midst of coniaercial or even Governmental activi-
ties, where multitudes intent on their oim business pass it indeed;

but few actually go to visit it. The test of a monument is not the

number of people vjho see it, but the impression it makes. Both the

’Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial, and the Grant Monument
at the head of the Mall, are instances of ideal locations.

Second . The Jefferson Memorial should be vitally related to the

great plan of Washington, in the preparation of which he played a

considerable part. Thus the memorial xrould contribute to the per-
fection of the Washington Plan, and correspondingly would derive
importance from that plan. The location should not seem haphazard or

ill considered.

Third

.

The number of sites having such attributes is not large.

Any site selected probably would require special treatment to bring
it into its potential relationships, as indeed happened to the three

monments already mentioned. Both the possibilities of any location
and the ways and means of realizing those possibilities require study

and consideration.



. ‘ i.

'll T ' >\ l'',>

.,ir

'
. I J .’..'•U.

^
: . Li . Of^i.

_

^''i
>«'t- . - i'. J i

"Liu"; o'! O'.' v'v’!f,'C’C'L::‘; *lf'
’

.

’

:
'<

.rrc *'
; ,tw:c " x jiv-^Vr r

’

r:,'

r' i' jj:. , - 'TJ’i

C C 'iv .

'•
.(iJjrii,

:
'<•' --J 1 'tr i'K. t;:

.; I. •.’. I'l'

. , --'c;

:i',:

i^'r

-I'. L ... !:0 'r.'JL< n. ;:. _ C J

ctai ^if- :: . '.i/v zo'

:-r;'ci- 'i, I--', tv- : r&iiuti ;'etjA odv-

u.r r

ii-'v;' !, ise ;
,'

i--.*' I.-.U".;;'!/ .|j: L'^'-
: ^

^ Li.;'', c. Tf' iJc'v.J ''^n^

' '

'
f-

'

' p--. •
.'

-f'

zoc:.'. .
• ..j: jJisenif ir^/

- • Il-Y

r

. f.'

'

- *.

• ^>- Xi
.

f .rS: i.X - ;x:.i
'

;:. ;;: '; ^ ^ f

J; c\-ir' .;

T' ' V V'- UJ i,^5''rc C i

': ,y* ! 7:^;pu.X

«« t <
-.•i •> O*' ’

-r. i-- '

:j'*} Jjf^hvKt.k .

• XX Hi .,.•••T •' ^ .•" :iUXXd.tfc ? ;
-.1'' ef.

-»

OC: t-C! 1

4

.x
'

,. ,'i'v* .'JsVV^pj;v;X''A Z&T'( V' '. -f ^
' A-* -JCx IX'.

.’ .a.;.r9 eslSlL xk‘'C > :
'

. X 3 j

h P'j': .;.;.v ..-i:'
'

i •

^ L 4fV'
.1 1 w . , ’ _

.

oom V w-kin'i
' - t;': . .

:.: M f ?h p 7i: 7; •H ' c?
’

j't 0 •
•'!'.

'-'.<
! t >: ' --X'a.

• -7. •' ^’
' X y.f*

f .

• Ur> C t? .6,

.'••w ,*i •^.
,

• •

:.-.
'

'- • ^' ‘ 1. • »

J

. ... r*

- ' y

'

r a ,1.? J.av 'rXnvxK: : .V. X 'is^i oo '-• r . iX X

1

j if .O'??’ .r.

' * -x .

s.> V-

hi v ' .'filixid .^IKO

.U

'L ... . - V :. J j i Tir,... :^^^r.^
: ,

.
’-.K'- ^:

:.’ r ., >.
.•. r;

?vV,vf Jvj m fix
’ -y-

.

‘lo 'i^c^p^a
. ''

>;, . .{ .X3 ''
1jX * as .;:’ 'X .f.ip'a 9ii; Xe

'•: •.aiXa-'iv / -.C^p- •;•<,: ris -..X; 'H; ; ;; •

M >
‘-tx WlXjfcvx ' X ';..”^x:’T~ v ... V'.<

-XX : >i -^ • xp x|c-- r. '. "

. X.-: •XxVnt,

i-vi aX' XX: -Xi."< av X 'l,XXXx;X . X,ia.,a. . s.XX
•

JvX X '
. :.-u X,>,?u ;0':X .•'wr-

;

'• va-Ttx

. s. x,
'

" . a. - ., Vrf

X .}
• /

' >fv ^ x
’

'

:

'

'' '"
'

- -X • v-"
'X V : .; .

-
. X- X '

:-3-^ix. ejfx • X' 'X’Xy'X' '- ^ ’-.^x ‘‘Xxii xL
nvi:* ^-oX ^.v:

^

''X ; XuX T.-spX^iXp'X'^ r. .r: c.^
Y-.aiX;.

.

’;*. i .p.^Xu-'- ,U;ix-i.' ,' . :\l i?. ' ul''' '’X,
•'

,

•• .- -
. V

'
-.

- V .
'.

.
^

;.--o orx.



- 5 -

Fourth s The character of the memorial must he determined before
any work is entered upon. This character may be determined by pre-
liminary agreement in the Commission charged with the building; or
as the result of a competition conducted under such conditions as shall
ensure the participation of the most competent architects and sculptors.

Fifth . These considerations are advanced by way' of calling atten-
tion both to the great possibilities and also to the necessity of

mature consideration needed in order to attain a result commensurate
with public expectations.

The members of the Commission thought the m.emorandum very good.

A discussion followed as to the use of the site south of the Washington

Monument, designated in the Plan of 1901, as a site for a memorial to the

Founders of the Republic. The Commission agreed that this would be a fine

location for a memorial but that a large appropriation would be necessary to

bring the site into shape.

(IVlt. Fiske Kimball called on I'/h*. Moore about noon on April 30, and dis-

cussed with him the question of location of the memorial. On the afternoon

of May 1, ivir. Moore, kir. Lawrie and Mr, Gaemmerer made an inspection trip through

Potom.ac Park and noted the site south of the Washington Monument. It was agreed

that the site would be an excellent location fcr a miemorial to Thomas Jefferson.)

4. TTSLFTH REPORT OF TSS COM.^ISSION OF FINE ARTS: Mr. Moore read a letter,

addressed to the President, transmitting the Twelfth Report of the Commission of

Fine Arts to the President of the United States. This letter was approved by

the members of the Commission and they signed it individually. (Exhibit C)

Mr. Moore said the last paragraph was put in deliberately to call atten-

tion to the importance of developing Pennsylvania Avenue west of the White

House, because, he said, we see the mistake lA*. Ickes made in locating the

Interior Department building back of the Red Cross and D. A. R, buildings.
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He put the building in this subordinate position, whereas it might have been

facing Pennsylvania Avenue between 18th and 19th Streets. Itr. Moore called

attention to the fact that the triangle west of 17th Street between New York

and Constitution Avenues has been taken up for the most part by semi-public

buildings

.

5. ACACIA liiUTQAL LIFE INSUEAWCE COMPANY BUILDING: Mr. Williara F. Lanb,

representing the firm of Shreve, Lamb and Harmon, architects, of New York City,

submitted in behalf of the Acacia Mutual Life Insurance Company a design for

their new building at Louisiana and New Jersey Avenues, N. ?/., adjacent to

Union Station Plaza. The first \mit will be 300 feet long, facing Louisiana

Avenue, and 55 feet v;ide. The building will be 90 feet in height or six stories.

It will be air-conditioned and sound-proof. The building was designed so as

not to compete with the dome of the Capitol, kir. Lamb said that due to the

slope of the ground in that locality about 10 feet in height is cut off from

the building from most any point of view and, therefore, they have designed

the first floor to be 12 feet above the curb. The building will be 60 feet

back from Louisiana Avenue and about 30 feet from New Jersey Avenue. The

entrance will be terraced and the surrounding area landscaped. The building

is designed in the classical order to conform, to the federal buildings in

Washington and the architects xTant it to be faced with white marble. There

will be no sign on the building but an inscription will be carved in stone.

The architect members of the Commission regarded the design simple and

dignified. Some of the members had seen the design in New York while it was

being developed. The Commission unanimously approved the design. (Exhibit D;

see also D-1 and D-S.

)
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6. GULF KEFINING SERVICE STATION DESIGN: Mr. H. T. Porter submitted

for the Gulf Refining Company a design for a service station to be built at

Massachusetts Avenue and Second Streets, N. E. The building was designed in

the Georgian type of architecture as the Commission had recommended at a

previous meeting. The Commission regarded the design a good one and approved

it with the suggestion that the main entrance, which was designed as monumen-

tal, be simplified so as to be more in harmony with the rest of the building.

The Building Inspector was notified accordingly. (Exhibit E)

7. STATUS TO GENERAL GOETHALS: Hon. S. 0. Bland, Chairman of the Committee

on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, submitted on April 15, 1935, the following

letter, together with a bill (H. R. 7501) providing for the erection of t he

statue :

Honorable Charles Moore, Chairman',

Commission of Fine Arts,
Y/ashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Moore;

Enclosed herewith I hand you two copies of H. R. 7501, a

bill to authorize the erection of a suitable statue of Major

General George N. Goethals within the Canal Zone.

The Committee will be pleased to have such report and

recommendations as you may wish to submit in connection with

this proposed legislation.

It will be appreciated if your report is submitted in dupli-

cate.

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) S. 0. Bland,
Chairman,

74th Congress
1st Session

H. R. 7501

IN 'THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 13, 1935
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Mr. Bland introduced the following hill; which was referred
to the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries and
ordered to he printed

A BILL

To authorize the erection of a suitable statue of Major General George
Goethals within the Canal Zone,

•

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assemhled, That the President of the
United States is authorized, through such person or persons as he may
designate, to select an appropriate site within the Canal Zone and to

cause to he erected thereon a suitable statue of heroic size of Major
General George W. Goethals in commemoration of his signally distingulfed
services in connection with the construction and operation of the Panama
Canal.

Sec. S. The design and location of such statue and the plan for
the developraent of the site shall he submitted to the Commission on Fine
Arts for advisory assistance.

Sec. 3. There is hereby authorized to he appropriated a sum not to
exceed ijl00,000 for every object connected with the purposes of this Act,

including site development and any essential approach work.

Mr. Moore called attention to the fact that General Gorges has been coimmem-

orated in Panama by the Gorges Institute for the study of tropical diseases, for

which Congress makes an annual appropriation of |50,000; also that Colonel

Gaillard has been commemorated by a memorial tablet at the former Culebra Cut,

which is now called the Gaillard Cut. Mr. Moore thought the bill should be

amended to make it m.ore general as it could not be determined at this time

what the character of the memorial vrauld be nor where it would be located.

The members of the Commission agreed with this and Congressman Bland v;as

informed accordingly. (Exhibit F)

8. NAVAL HOSPITAL BUILDINGS: At the request of I'ir. Moore, Captain DeWitt

C. Wood and Mr. F. W. Southworth of the Bureau of Tards and Docks, ^%vy Depart-

ment, resubmitted plans for the extension of the Naval Hospital buildings. These

plans had been ^proved by the Commission of Fine Arts in 1932. At present the
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Secretary of the Navy is trying to secure an allotment from P. W. A. funds for

the construction of the buildings. The Commission took note of the lay-out

of the buildings. Their erection would involve the removal of the temporary

hospital wards of World War days now on the grounds. Mr. Southworth said the

specifications have been prepared for the first unit of the structures, which

is to be started as soon as an appropriation is made available. He said the

main new building will be 155 feet high, very simple in design and will mass up

nicely. The architect members of the Commission inspected the drawings and

thought they would work out satisfactorily.

9, STATUS OF LEIF EHIKSON FOR CHICAGO: kir. Moore reported that Oskar

Hansen, sculptor, of Chicago, had called a few days ago at the request of Senator

Norbeck and others concerning a proposed statue of Leif Erikson to be built at

the lake front east of the Art Institute and along Leif Erikson Drive. The

statue is to be 39 feet high and will stand betv/een pillars faced in granite and

93 feet high. Idr. Hansen filed a letter regarding the design (Exhibit G) . The

statue is to be erected by a P. W. A. allotment, for which request has been made.

The members of the Commission present thought the design rather spectacu-

lar but felt the project merited the endorsement of the Commission of Fine Arts.

In the absence of 1/Ir. Lawrie no further action was taken in the matter.

On’ May 1, Mr. Lawrie inspected the large photographs of the model that

had been submitted by Mr. Hansen and he also talked with Ii5r. Hansen, who

happened to call at the office of the Commission that day. Mr, Lara-ie said he

had known of the model, which was exhibited at the Chicago Fair while he was

consultant on the sculpture of the Fair. Mr. Lawrie felt too as the other mem-

bers of the Commission that it was a spectacular thing but one that merited the

endorsement of the Commission. Mr. Lawrie and lir, Hansen talked over various

details of the model
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10. ItTOOTCIPAL CENTER PLANS: Mr. Nathan C. Wyeth, Municipal Architect,

accompanied by his assistant, Mr. Kundze, submitted further studies for the

Municipal Center development. Mr. Wyeth presented perspectives for the Police

Court Building, to be built in Judiciary Park between E and F Streets along

Fifth Street and the Municipal Court Building to be built on the east side of

the park between E and F Streets along Fourth Street. Each of these buildings

will be alike in design—335 feet in length and 110 feet wide. They will

resemble the present District Supreme Court Building in Judiciary Park, which

is the old City Hall, designed by Hadfield, There will be 450 feet of open

space between the Police Court and the Municipal Court Buildings.

Mr. Wyeth also submitted a design for the Juvenile Court Building, ydiich

will also house the Recorder of Deeds Office. It will be built northeast of

the present District Supreme Court building, balancing the Court of Appeals

building. Plans for the new administration building of the District of

Columbia on the south side of Pidiana Avenue opposite the present District of

Colum.bia Su'preme Court building and a new District of Columbia Supreme Court

Building to be built many years later at the site of the old Pension Office

Building were also indicated in the plot plans.

The architect members of the Commission thought Mr. Wyeth had miade a very

good design for these new court buildings. A few siiggestions in matters of

detail were made to him. Mr. Wyeth said these were simply progress studies

and more complete designs would be submitted later.

Mr. Nolen of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission was asked

whether the location of the buildings as proposed in Judiciary Park was satis-

factory to his Commission and he stated that the National Capital Park and

Planning Commission regretted the use of park areas for public buildings but
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it was thought by making further study with the Municipal Architect of the

location of these buildings more park space could be saved, possibly by plac-

ing the buildings at the edge of the streets, which Mr. Wyeth had done.

to. V/yeth said that the new Municipal Center scheme reduces the cost of

the project by one-half.

11. CHAIN BRIDGE PROJECT: Mr. George C. Shinn, Chairman of the Committee

on Bridges of the Washington Board of Trade, submitted the following letter,

requesting the advice of the Commission of Fine Arts as to a new Chain Bridge:

April 11, 1935.

Hon. Charles Moore,
Chairman, Commission of Fine Arts,
Washington, D. C.

My dear to. Moore:

Enclosed is a copy of a communication addressed under even ^
date to Hon. Frederic A. Delano, Chairman, National Capital Park
and Planning Commission.

By reference to the enclosure you will note that a suggested
draft of a bill has been submitted to Mr. Vernon S. West, Assistant
Corporation Coimsel of the District of Columbia dealing with the

Chain Bridge project.

We also enclose a copy of the proposed draft of this bill and
would be glad if you woiDLd have a representative of your Commission
quickly review the provisions of the bill giving us the benefit of

your immediate reaction as to any suggested amendments or improvem.ents.

It is important from our point of view to proceed with all
reasonable dispatch to secure this necessary legislation, if we are to

accomplish anything of a practical nature with respect to either a

replacement of the Chain Bridge with a new structure at another site,

or, as has been suggested in some quarters, by repairing the present
Chain Bridge and widening it so that the nev; structure would rest
upon the present piers.

Kindly give us the benefit of your views upon this subject at

the earliest possible date.
Very cordially yours,
(Signed) G. C. Shinn,

Chairman, Committee on Bridges of the
Y7ashington Board of Trade.
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A copy of the letter addressed to Mr. Delano and a draft of the hill were

al33 received. (Exhibit H)

The matter was brought to the attention of Mr, Clarke, who reported as

follows

:

April 23, 1935.

Hit, Charles Moore, Chairman,
The Commission of Fine Arts,
Navy Department Building,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Moore:

I have your note concerning the change in the date on which

the anniversary dinner of the Commission of Fine is to be held.
Thursday, May 23rd, is most satisfactory to me.

I regret exceedingly my inability to attend the next m*eeting

of the Commission on April 25th. It is only the pressirce of work
which keeps me away. I am exceedingly reluctant to miss any of the

meetings.

I.'ir. Caemmerer wrote me concerning the Chain Bridge. Personally,
I feel very strongly that the new bridge should be a high level one.

This is important in order to provide a circumferential drive around
Washington so that those approaching the City from Baltimore and other
points may by-pass the City, if they so desire, and thus relieve
traffic congestion within the district. I know that the Planning
Commission has given a considerable amount of study to this problem
and more particularly as it affects the district and the region out-
side. Naturally, a new high level bridge will require radical
changes in the highway system some distance back from, the bridge
approaches. This, however, is inevitable and should be made part of
the bridge project. If these approach highways are to carry mixed traffic,
as I expect they will, then it would be appropriate to have wide
rights-of-wray not less than 200 feet purchased so that they may be
in the nature of "freeways"

.

I have looked over the proposed draft of legislation which
Dir. Caemmerer submitted, I can see no reason Tlhj another Commission
should be set up for this project. To do so would entail unnecessary
expense. My recommendation would be to authorize the Bureau of Public
Hoads to make the studies, designs, and let the contracts subject to
the approval of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission and
the National Commission of Fine ^Irts,

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Gllm.ore D. Clarke,
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Moore said that after giving further study to the question of a new

Chain Bridge, he was of the opinion that a bridge is needed at the present

site of Chain Bridge because of roadway connections existing on the Virginia

and District of Columbia sides but that it should be a low park bridge and

should be suitably designed in connection with a landscape plan for the treat-

ment of the Valley of the Potomac in this locality. Mr. Moore felt that the

long bridge proposed fijrther up the river to connect with the George Washington

Memorial Parkway would be much more costly and in his opinion the George

Washington Memorial Parkway might not be built for many years.

The members present felt it was not a question for the Commission of Fine

jlrts to decide, where the new Chain Bridge should be built; however, they be-

lieved that if the bridge is to be rebuilt at the present location it should

be a low park bridge and should be in keeping with the Memorial Bridge and the

Key Bridge, A report was sent to Hr. Shinn accordingly. (Exhibit H-l)

12. FPO'IEST AGAINST E3TABLISHI!v3ilI\TT OF A SLAUGHTER-HOUSE: The Secretary

reported that every year or two some one proposes to build a slaughter-house

near Washington; he called attention to the fact that a few years ago when

such a movement was on foot to build a slaughter-house near the Arlington

National Cemetery, members of Congress threatened to block the construction

of the iirlington Memorial Bridge. The members of the Commission said that

a slaughter-house near Washington would be a nuisance and a disgrace and that

if such an establishment has to be maintained, it should be kept as far from

the City of Washington as possible. The follovdng resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the Commission of Fine Arts are unanimously opposed to

the erection and maintenance of a slaughter-house in the City of Washington

or in the Greater Washington area.
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13. RADIO DOR AlviERIGAN .BROADG.ASTING G QUIPASTY; Under date of

April 16, 1935, a letter was received from Ivir. Le Roy Mark, VYashington
,
D. G.,

requesting the advice of the Gommission as to the erection of a radio tower

150 feet high in the Gity of Washington (Exhibit I). Action in the matter

was deferred until the next meeting.

14. GASOLINE SERVIGS STATION AT LOUISIANA AVEi-rUE Ai® SEC 01® STREET:

IVIr. Moore again called attention to the project to erect a gasoline service

station at Louisiana Avenue and Second Street, He reminded the Gommission that

Mr. Heaton had designed a Georgian building for the place but there is objection

to its erection on the part of members of Congress. Also a protest against

the station has been made by Mr. Erederic Delano, Chairman of the National

Capital Park and Planning Gommission. The project has been held up because

the Committee on Enlarging the Capitol Grounds refuses to grant a permit to

construct necessary driveways into the lot from Louisiana Avenue. There is

no way this Commission can stop the erection of the gas station since the

Zoning Regulations do not prohibit gas stations in that locality, Mr. Moore

said the chief objection seems to be that the Standard Oil Company having a

large building in this locality, does not want any other gas station nearby.

The Gommission felt that the Georgian type of gas station was appropriate

for the National Capital and an improvement over the ordinary gas stations of

the city.

15. EiaENSION OE 1113 CENTRAL PART OF THE CAPITOL EASEmiD: Mr. Moore

said that a few days ago Hon. Eritz Lanham, Chairman of the House Committee

on Public Buildings and Grounds, had asked him to attend the hearings on a

proposed bill providing for the extension of the central portion of the Capitol
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eastward as was contemplated by Thomas U. ?/alter in 1864; that also Lynn

asked Mr. Swartwout to attend the hearing and that he had done so. Mr. Moore

reminded the members that the Commission of Fine Arts had gone on record as

favoring this project fully 10 years ago in the Eighth Report of the Commission,

at which time the Commission had also recommended a marble dom.e and the com-

pletion of the frieze in the rotunda. In a general discussion of the subject

the other members of the Commission present concurred with Mr. Moore and

Mr. Swartwout that it would be a good thing to improve the appearance of the

Capitol and allow for the preparation of plans and models for a study of the

project as contemplated in the pending legislation, A letter of endorsement

was sent to Representative Lanham, (Exhibit J)

16. BRIDGES TO COI^CT AGRICULTUHS DEPART^/IElEr BUILDING: i-Ir. Louis A.

Simon, Supervising Architect, submitted a revised plan. Scheme A-, for a

single span masonry arch to connect the Agriculture Department Buildings. 'The

Commission felt that the design was a great improvement over former ones aib-

mitted by Mr. Simon and approved it. (Exhibit K)

Mr. Swartwout said that he still thought the steel arch is preferable

but would interpose no objection to the erection of the masonry arch if that

is what the Supervising .Architect’s Office wants.

The design was considered in the presence of Hon. Ferry Heath, former

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, who was a guest of the Commission at

luncheon. Rir. Heath had charge of the public Buildings Program under Secretary

Mellon. He said that he was glad to see a design finally approved for this

bridge since the project was taken up years ago #ien he was in office.
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17. MXmAL PAINTINGS FOP THE ARCHIVES 3UILDING: In the afternoon the

Coimnission visited the Archives Building and inspected enlarged solar prints

of Barry Faulkner ^s sketches for the mural paintings in the rotunda of the

building. Each of the prints covered the entire space provided for the paint-

ings, which are to be 34 feet in length and 14 feet high. The figures were

six feet high but kir. Savage thought they should be just a little larger,

Mr. Faulkner stated that he would have additional cartoons for inspection of

the members of the Commission at a meeting to be held in Ivir. Pope's office on

Thursday, May 23.

18. PYLONS FOR THE IRIAJJGLE: Mr. Moore stated that the National Capital

Park and Planning Commission had filed a protest with the Supervising Archi-

tect's Office against the erection of pylons in the Triangle, Models of

pylons have been erected along the curb at 14th Street and Constitution Avenue.

The Commission inspected these in the afternoon and could not see how they

would interfere with the traffic as the National Capital Park and Planning

Commission had stated. The members felt that these pylons serve a purpose in

accentuating the entrance to the Triangle and help to em.bellish it just as

the large sculptural figures by Ivir, Fraser at the Archives Building embellish

the entrance to that building.

19. FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD BUILDING PLANS: klr. Moore stated that the

competition for the Federal Reserve Board building plans will expire about

the middle of May and that the jury will then consider the plans and make

their selection of an architect. The winning design is to be submitted to

the Comraission of Fine Arts by the Federal Reserve Board on Monday, May 20 ,

at which time lilr. Moore said the Commission of Fine Arts will meet here to

advise in this matter.
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20. SHIP3TEAD-LUGS ACT: The Secretary presented a letter received from

Hon. E. Barrett Prettyman, the Corporation Cotmsel of the District of Columbia

(Exhibit L) concerning a case involving an advertising sign at 15th and G

Streets, N. W.
,
opposite the United States Treasury, an application for which

was submitted to the Commission of Fins Arts by the Commissioners of the

District of Columbia and disapproved because there was a projection beyond the

building line. The applicant having erected the sign in violation of the ruling

of the Commission the case was taken up in court and the Shipstead-Luce Act was

upheld by Judge Given of the District Police Court.

21. NEXT 1/iEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF ELNE ARTS: Following the meeting

of the Commission of Fine Arts in Washington on May 20, the Commission decided

to meet in New York City on May 23, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary

of the establishment of the Commission of Fine Arts.

The Commission adjourned at 6;00 p. m.



J-

- vJ >

• r • •

*'
' '

' '^'

'-
^ . rrf; i.; iic.!x^c nc^.;t^vu.sTr 0 rr?^.

, r

:iHe .

C"
» .<

' r . r nW„ ,4 ^, . (u
;

'

i :;.'4 - -
•

. V, 4.
»

•

' Vv
. i

.fe .' v?V,.;;i.^t<Tqc
, .•ife.cxi c'iiiSij. -:iMa :o /.t .'

• ‘If V t,/-
* *’

'

^ 1
'

•' ’'
' 'I

‘ ''!'
-

'
' ”

m-’'

„ . "A •
‘'

^
’

’ '' .' '

'f
”

. i / ' 'i'\\ "
-.C' . ., Ciw. p'r^idj- 'tti-'i/rot''-,''

I

‘-’v ’ i ‘i-fii' < • ' -

._. , ^. ^ '
,

' ^ j O;Turjx -4

/ ^ '

/'
*

*•*'
'

^
:

’’ '

sw>^} lifco i»ti.;.<,2Aw£,otf'1srii to

- i ’: •
•

' 4 ‘ ,a' / •' "’% ’ '' ~4
,

»-• '•-
•

' ''
.,!

r- 1 6^tJ- irfmil.Lr’c-. . ; ^ . 'f .v->' -
:,

4-./.,,4
' '•

'

' ‘

'

,
.<• • , ''•

‘,s ; ’; • ' 4 r' V-V'
'

... . ‘ .

• . y,i-wv,^# .... ., ^ y 5,:,ac ilCx -C.-lf;: ‘40 '

' '
'

' ' ' '.9
i

4 to. n,:
,-o:; la-'

, V -

*:- ,

'. - f

‘V, "'
t

« ^'--.C ncir.ai.'v'roO 4£f^
;

- '
' '•

. .<

J

^ fi rj

j

.

I

I » \



COPY

May 1, 1935.

Dear Mr. Grunelle:

The Goimiission of Fine Arts at their meeting on April 25, 1935,

considered your model for the statue of General Artemas Ward.- Also,

the model has been brought to the particular attention of Mr. Lawrie

,

sculptor member of the Commission,

The Commission of Fine i\rts liked the upper part of your figure

and they think it will have an excellent silhouette. There is a unan-

iraous objection to the legs as being too spindly. The members think

you might use the butt of an old cannon to help you at the back. We

suggest that you eliminate some of the deeper undercuts and holes about

the arms.

It is understood that the statue will be cast in bronze.

The Commission desire you to re study the pedestal with your archi-

tects, Childs and Smith, from the point of view of a spectator. It is

felt that the base is so wide at the plinth line as to cut off the

ankles and feet from the view of the spectator. The memibers advise

you to omiit sculpture from the pedestal. They believe it will detract

from the interest in the figure of Ward, Also they desire to see beauty

in the design of the pedestal. Please submit a revised design of the

pedestal before proceeding vdth the enlarged model.

The Goirmiission advise against the use of polished Chelmsford gray

granite. The Gomraission favor rather a dark green granite, such as

the AlU Sable Forks granite, from Waterbury, Vermont. The granite

should be honed, not polished.
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There is no objection on the part of the Coramission of Fine Arts

to your going ahead with the enlarged model of the figure of General

Ward when you have made the changes heretofore mentioned. It may be,

however, that the authorities of Harvard University will want to see

a photograph of your small model before you go ahead v/ith the enlarged

model. We, therefore, suggest that you make such changes in the small

model now as are possible, particularly in the appearance of the legs

and submit a photograph of it to the Commission of Fine Arts, together

with a revised design of the pedestal.

For the -Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Charles L/Ioore,

Chairman.

L'lr. Leonard Crunelle,
6016 Ingleside Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

P. S. I am enclosing a photograph of Fraser’s Alexander Hamilton,

with the pedestal by Henry Bacon, not of course to be copied in any
•n

way, but merely as a suggestion. In no case would a seat be around

EXHIBIT A

the base



b+*a •nil'to ‘Je iht q dd^ a® aw^Joetrfo^or e/f^TedS
,^

.j-''
.

' »'* 'iiJ?''^ lil

XaiouK' Ic td^ "ic 109 9di tiixyt &4134B 3aioj| liic ^ ct
..-y-

'

'.

;

,' '/'./'

®xolcifd'T»x{ le^tuids ®jpft ®rft/( gc"^

ra' .,

'

’

.r
.» - o.W /Xi» ^c^ia•X9vial; Ju, dim »ti$ -yy^W^

' ^ Mta^iirala# ndS diiv b^sttfB w* uo-^ atol^c i^b.m lo ’ttoaijifjdodi'i j
r *

'-''^
V* * I? - -•.»' *

, *J.

IX*n!5a fsd) nl a^i.^ic dsj/e cj(9m x«rc ,^ets*f3d^ .I»5eiB

^

., ‘-:-oX eifj '>0 «sriX ni ^(lyBla^ivX^ ,^cfi&aoQ #08 sd Voa lefeoct

k^' J_^ 'tt/dia^f fSjr'A »iixl *0 iroXaaixastQO driJ o;? ;^x 9:0 dq/r^Qiddq
'

T "
,.„ V

.

/.
‘ -

,p ^
'

''r
' ^ *<

i nsieofe -iiaaXir®'; A: doiii >,

i
•

I 7, . > '. ^ «

V _> . '-: -
. ./ v«5

‘

Ui,' ,•

i\i [!f
:

'y ’f -/ V‘

<'4'. ’'%'

V

t .

x'.cXe&Xa^j^b. airi't: 00^
.

?
'

,«'5.»ov 'Cieoaoilie
.. % S'. ;'^,. j'"

.

|..^•• '1;

.? ».»

- L. m.
i;.

V •’ > 'i '
"v ^ fti- .1

•^'
-f. '^-rv -^•^.. V'

i

;v ^ - .,/r^v«n;X4dC

rt K •'y
' f

. . • r •

l^rt; ,

^ K
I •

-1 -

, •

, .. ,
• " .-a f ,.. \

v^«>. ^ '

,ncn.a»n x^bfiaxpU. lo dqro-rsoJodqr giSisoJ Ort# m 1 .ii A ' V*
‘ "?*•.- iJr J

,

• • • ‘ * .
^ * .'fl'i -»)» •

I
’ . rT ” '^’ ' **

t
•

oocojfi ^slTwriSp^C^aii^Xe)
.

•'
- V '

. ,___
^ ' f .

/-

'^l=W.v-''
':> .;" W'.' < • /

# -vf \ ^ e.. ;; -^iPn

^
•

' i^XXaxW^O 't'twirotvr -oS
' 0'ni^»i3fii.v3xoe

i ^0/ 'V
-

«.v
jf»,

fy

M?
••'"i

y.cifi tii. bpitoo tec bj aeouoo p :toa ^ftooaii v'.T.&k'V e/i;f dt^!
J. ! •». . « ^-

.

'
j »' .

j. -Bni/OT? »tf S3«e B btoo» wSbo oil ul . ijoiJeagsu* » ea jiitf .^w .

'*?'
.

'

’

'?,4"v ,. ,

I'U ' /# / ‘ ^
'''fl

•\iNn^ '4
'•/’

"

,•> i^i
' *

*!

A, TIEDtSr

’‘'
fV,:

" T4 ’.

.•ii''. /'flirt > >

. V ‘ n- *

jW -

•‘J

-^U

i r ,t .iW)/. r^. ^Y/l^ -1

itfl
.*’

.:
'„ ''

*.,
'

’

'
’

•

' *' ^.. .‘

' .

':< '» 4
'

..'fliilii' SJt i,
’*"

r ,f; ^
.

'fl

.

.JS’ 4 Jf

B-V



The Midway Studios
6016 INGLESIDE AVE.

CHICAGO. ILL.

A

Maf 8^, 1938

Dear Mr. Moore:

I was very pleased to receive the photo-

graph and letter informing me of the criticisms and

suggestions of the Art Commission in regard to the

General Artemas Ward model.

The undercuts and holes about the arms

will be eliminated and the correction made with the

lower part of the figure. Also I will keep in mind the

use of the cannon butt as suggested by the Commission.

I have found a fine model to pose for the large figure

and am having a costume made to fit him as the costume

purchased in Philadelphia, although costly, has proved

very unsatisfactory.

In regard to the pedestal I will be very

glad to omit the carving, as I too feel that it might

detract from the Interest in the figure, and it has alway

been dificult to keep the carving from destroying the

lines of the architecture. Mr. bmlth is now working on

a new design for the pedestal and a plaster model will

be sent to you as soon as the drawings are completed.

In the meantime I am looking up very carefully the





The Midway Studios
6016 INGLESIDE AVE.

CHICAGO, ILL.

different granites and will send tne samples to you

along with the model.

Photographs of the new model will be sent to

you and Mr. Shattuck as soon as the changes can be made.

Mr. Charles Moore
Commission of Fine Arts
Washington, D. C.

a
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%
April 23, 1935,

Mr, Charles Moore,
Chairman,
Fine Arts Commission,
Navy Building,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Moore:

I have been directed by the Thomas
Jefferson Memorial Commission, to invite you to ap-
pear before the Executive Committee, which will hold
a meeting on next Tuesday Afternoon at Three 0* Clock,
April 30th, at Room 456 House Office Building, to have
you present suggestions to the Commission in connection
with the proposed plan to erect a permanent Memorial in
memory of Thomas Jefferson in the City of 'Washington,

As you know the President is personally
interested in this matter and we would like to proceed
with the shaping of our plans for the Memorial as ex-
peditiously as possible.

We hope that you will be present at this
meeting.

Cordially yours.

9

THOlvIAS JEFFERSON MEMORIAL COMMISSION
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THOMAS JEFFERSON MEMORIAL COMMISSION

Hon. John J. BoyIan, N.Y. Chairman
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Secretary
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Hon. Thomas Jefferson Codlidge,
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MEJIBERS APPOINTED BY VICE PRESIDENT

Hon. Elbert D. Thomas,
Hon. Augustine Lonergan,
Hon. Charles L. McNary.

MEMBERS APPOINTED BY SPEAKER

Hon. John J. Boylan,
Hon. Hov/ard W. Smith,
Hon. Francis D. Culkin.

mmERS APPOINTED BY JEFFERSON lylEMORIAL FOUNDATION

Mr. Stuart G. Gibboney,
Dr. Fiske Kimball,
Dr. George J. Ryan.
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THE* CO MMIS SION’ OF FINE ARTS
ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS MAYI7. 1910
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GILMORE D. CLARKE EUGENE F. SAVAGE
LEE LAWRIE CHARLES A. COOUDGE

H. P. CAEMMERER. Secretary

NAVY DEPARTMENT BUILDING
WASHINGTON

April 30, 1935.

Sir:

The members of the Commission of Fine Arts submit herewith a

report of their activities during the period, July 1, 1929, to

December 31, 1934, to be transmitted to the Congress.

During the period covered by the report the Commission of Fine

Arts has been charged by legislation with the control of the appear-

ance of private buildings facing the main public buildings and the

large public parks in the District of Columbia. Owing to a spirit

of cordial cooperation on the part of the District Commissioners and

of the private owners generally, such control has been exercised

with no serious differences of opinion and no obstructions.

Also the most extensive public building operations ever under-

taken by any government have been begun and virtually completed. Here-

in also the Commission have worked in entire harmony with the Treasury

Department and other executive officers charged with the work.

Again, for the first time in its history the Supreme Court has

been provided with a building exclusively for its work and worthy of

the dignity that body as one of the three coordinate branches of the

Governiaent

.

Also the great central composition of the national capital has

been in course of development according to the original plan, drawn





2

by L'Enfant and approved by Washington, Jefferson, and restored,

reaffirmed and extended by the I'cMillan plan of 1901. The Washington

Monxment gardens remain for restudy and for construction as the central

feature of the main composition. This task may well await the comple-

tion of the other portions of the composition and the resulting growth

of public taste, and a general public recognition of the supreme

i -portance of this vital portion of the great plan.

One cardinal feature of both the L'Enfant and the McMillan plans

is but half completed. The Legislative group of buildings centered on

the Capitol has been carried out in monumental manner. The Executive

group, with the ?fhite House as its focus, has been developed towards

the east, along Pennsylvania Avenue even to the Capitol grounds. The

development around Lafayette Square is only begun; and between the

’.'/liite Houoe an liock Greek Parkway, Pennsylvania Avenue is degenerating

as the eastern section of that avenue degenerated until the Government

entered upon the Triangle development. The .immediate necessity for

buildings for ti.e ar an the Navy Departments offers the opportunity

now to make a avnimetrical development of the Executive center on the

saxae scale of efficiency, dignity and spaciousness that characterizes

the Legislative group. Only so can the symmetry essential to the com-

prehensive development of the national capital be maintained.

I'o The President.

Very rafepect fully yours,

omission of Fine Arts





COPY

April 26 , 1935,

Dear Sirs:

The Commission of Pine Arts, at their meeting on April

25, 1935, approved the design which was submitted in your

behalf by the architects, Shreve, Lamb and Harmon, architects,

of New York City, for your new building, to be built opposite

Union Station Plaza, at Louisiana and New Jersey Avenues. The

Commission will advise the Commissioners of the District of

Columbia that the exterior of the building should be of white

marble.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Very respectfully, yours,

(Signed) Charles Moore,

Chairrflan,

The Acacia Mutual Life Insurance Company,

1437 Street, N. W.,
Washington, D. C.

EXHIBIT D
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SHREVE, Lilffi & IL^^ON
11 East 44t]i Street

New York

April 30, 1935.

Dear ^ir, Moore:

Many thanks for your kind consideration of our drawings
for the Acacia Mutual building. It was very gratifying
indeed to have these drawings passed without objection.

We are going to make every effort of which we are capable
to make this building one of the best in Washington.

Very truly yours,

SHREVE, LAMB AND HARIfON

(Signed) Wm. F. Lamb.
Mr. Charles Moore, Chairman,
The Commission of Fine Arts,
Washington, D. C,

EXHIBIT D-1

\

ACACIA mirUAL LIFE INSDRANCE COMP.^
Washington, D. C.

May 1 ,
1935

.

Dear Mr, Moore:

We sincerely appreciate your favor of the S6th ultimo
advising us that the Commission of Fine ;lrts approved the
design submitted by the architects, Shreve, Lamb and Harmon,
for o\ir new building to be built opposite Union Station
Plaza at Louisiana and New Jersey Avenues, We also apprec-
iate your informing us that the Commission will advise the
Commissioners of the District of Columbia that the exterior
of the building should be of white marble.

Thank you for your courtesy in notifying us of your action.

Sincerely yours

,

(Signed) Wm. Montgomery,
President

.

Kr. Charles Moore, Chairman,
The Commission of Fine Arts,
Washington, D. C,

EXFIIBIT D-2
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GoivnassioN of fins arts
vVash ington

April 25, 1935.

Building Inspector,

District of Columbia.

Report of Approval of plans for a Gasoline Service

Station at Massachusetts Avenue and Second Street, N. S.,

will be made on receipt of a formal application from your

office.

H. P. Gaeramerer,

Secretary.

EXHIBIT E
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THE GOivMISSION OE FINE iiRTS

Washington

April 27, 1935.

Dear Mr. Bland:

The Commission of Fine Arts, to whom you referred H. R. 7501, a

bill to authorize the erection of a suitable statue of Major General

George W. Goethals, respectfully report in favor of the pssage of such

legislation.

The Commission questions, however, whether the amount of money

set forth in the bill would be sufficient to make a memorial properly

commemorative of General Goethals’ services. They also suggest that

the v/ord ’’statue” be changed to memorial
,
because it may be found on

examination that you would desire to have a wider scope in the design

of the commemorative monument.

This action on the part of the GornmAssion is taken in recognition

of the fact that the former Gulebra Gut has been named the Gaillard

Cut, in commemoration of the services of Colonel Gaillard and has been

marked by lirs. Gaillard with a tablet; also in consideration of the

fact that the Gorges Institute for the study of tropical diseases, for

which the Government makes an annual appropriation of $50,000, is a

fitting memorial to General Gorgas’ services.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Charles Moore,

Hon. S. 0. Bland, Chairman, Chaiman.
Committee on Merchant Ivlarine

and Fisheries,
House of Representatives, EXHIBIT F
Washington, D. C,
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MEMORIAL OF LEIF ERIKSON
IN AMERICA The Bbbltt Hotel

Washington, D.C

•

April 1 9th, 1935.
R00M"2209" ” TRIBtINE “iTTWlik • CHICAGO

tiarles Mooro,Esq*,
halrman,
he Fine Arts Commission,
ashlngton,D.C.

dear Mr. Moore

;

It was very kind of you to take so much of
rour day to look Into my work and the matter of the Leif Erikson Memorial,
enator Norbeck's office phoned me they were sending the large pictures
the Memorial down to your office yesterday by messenger* I am enclosing

)hotographs of the two details for the reliefs shown you yesterday*

The plans call for black polished granite- possibly the northern
llnnesota variety* Those portions which show lighter on the model will
50 effected by leaving the stone honed and by the colour of the reliefs
themselves which will be developed In semi-polish* The balance of the honed
ureas will be completely covered by a monotone Inscription - some thirty
ihousand letters compostJig a verbatim of the original text bearing upon
the Norse pioneers In this country and an adequate English translation
same. The lines will run original and translation alternately and concur-
rently* As you discovered yesterday from the plans the Monument Is a feat
3f engineering as well as what I hope to make It - a restrained and
flovlng statement of historic fact made Intelligible to the contemporary
spoch*

The site comprises four blocks In Grant Park opposite the Art Insti-
tute. This ground Is worth |l, 350>000.oo* |25»000.oo has been collected
from popular sources. $265, 000.oo Is needed to complete the project* It
-B nov/ before the government for such a grant as an official part of the
Lake front development for Chicago*

It would be a most fortunate thing for us If the Fine Arts Commission
iould feel convinced about the desirability of this Monument and would
‘eel In a position to edtpress their thoughts to the President at this time
n the matter* "'T' \

Very sincerely yours, I I
/ ,

irxHiBiT byj Oaj^r J »W ;Harisen > 't





Hon, Frederic A, Delano,
Chairman, National Capital Park and
Planning Oomtniselony

ashlhgton, D. C,

Attention: Mr. Thomas S, Settle.

Ily dear Mr, Delano:

V/e reca.,! vifith distinct pleasure a conference which was held
in your Conference Koam during the previous summer with reference to

either the rerjlaoement or the repair of the present Chsln Bridge aoroas
the Potomac River in the vicinity of Little Palls*

We have been unoffic laxly advised that until plans oan be
definitely evolved as to the character, type and design of a new bridge,
in the msnt it should be decided that a new bridge is required In the
xmblio interest, that the money which might otherwise be available for
the oonatruotion of a nev; bridge under the P* ./• A. emergency fund oannot
be reoorTimended,

in -line v© on. b xe objectio.i, it has been suggested
that a bill be prepared under the terms of which the United States Bureau
of Public Roids of the Department of Agriculture be authorised and direct-
ed tfir the President of the Unites States to undertake a ootcplete survey and
a detailed study in relation to the w’riole Chain. Bridge subject*

iir. Vernon S, ..est. Assistant iorpor tion '^ounsel of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, has been intrusted with the - uty of preparing a bill
for the ai-proval of the Comtnissi oners of the District of '^olumbia and for
quich tr^namlsflion to the Cojnmittces in Congres' tenling with legislation
for the District of Coland)ia,

In ooox)erntion vith Hr, ast v.e are enclosing a proposed draft
of a suggested form of bixl m.u would be glad if jou would i mediately
undertake a critical reviex; of the provisions of thin bi^l and advise us
aa quiciiljr as you m-ay be able your re^’ction as to the proper approach in
dealing with this subject bffor' the respective Committees in Congress,

EXillBir H





ilr, Pre jerio ^)einno

f«e have felt thr. t the CotzBsssioners of the District of Colam-

' e 4/11/35

bia, in cooperation and oonoert with other State and Federal agencies,
should be closely associated as an advisory body so that the advice and
ao^eeiitions or this advisory bo«^ may be given to the Bureau of Public
IkOads ubioh, according to the proposed draft of a bill, will be Intruet*
ea viith the responsibility of imiidng the survey and study,

'Fhanking you for your previous Interest in this statter and
asking that you Inunediately give us the benefit of your viewe, we are

Very truly yours^

Ohalrman, Oonalttee on Bridg
iiiashlngtQsi Board of Trade,





HI, i.

'2o provide for a ourv^: .avi study of the prerent Ohaln BriUije

atru'ture in the vloinity of Little i'alls across the Potomuo

Hiver with a vlen to either Its replaoetaeut, repair upon the

present site of the hridi^e, or upon a new site to be seleoted

as a result of aaoh survey and study.

Be It eDaot»i by the Senate and Home of Bepresentatlves of the

United States of ihserioa in Congress aasenhled, !jl^hat the President of the

United States is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a ootonission oon-

slating of rspreeentativss of the v;ar J^artment, the Higlva^r Peparttio its of

the Uiatriot of Colurabia^ iiaryland nud Virginia, and of the national Capital

Perk end PXaiaing Conaiosion and the Cocsaisslon of Flue Arte of the Pistriot

of OoloDbia, and the Katlonal Park Servloe of the United States Pepartsient

of Interior fOr the purpose of oaklag a ooaplete survey and a detailed study

as an advisory body in oonneotion with the Bureau of Public Loads of the United

Statos Popartnsnt of Agrioultare for the purpose of deterroing whether the

present Chain Bridge strueture should be repaired and widened upon its present

site* or replaoed with a ne» structure at imother site as a result of such

snivey and study*

Sao* 2* 'fbe President is hereby farther authorized and entpowered

to designate the Bureau of Public Loads* as hereinbefore described, for the

purpose of undertaking the proposed survey and atn^ in oonneotion ^ith said

oooaaiasioa as an advisory body* and to avail itself of all existing data in

the offioisl files and records of the Corioiesiottors of the Pistriot of CoIush

bla* the llatitmal Capital Park and Planning ConsniSBion and the Coonisdlon of

fine Arts, as well as snob other data as may be in the possession of any other

federal or State goveransntal agency relating to the Chain Bridge*

See* 3* She Bureau of Public i’oads is hereby* authorised and dirsetsd

to uadertake enoh surroy and study with all reasonable diepatoh and to snboit

rwolt with iatialf r.ao.i—n.i.tlm'n t,. th.





th» lhii%«d on tr ^oforo Januaxy 1, 1996, to the end that the Preoident

tagr mdinit In torn hit definite reooBaaendations to the Congrees of the United

Stetee at ita next regolar eeeaion,convening on or ahont January 3, 1936, as

to ebettier the preeent Chain Bridge tiiall be repaired and widened i^on ita

freeent site or ebether a nee bridge upon another site in the Tioinity of the

little falle of the Potoisao Biver shall be eonstruoted to replace the present

eUl Chain Bridge etroeture.

See* 4* The Bureau of Public Uoada ia hereby directed, if in ita

and that of the advisory body hereby oreated it aheeid be determined

that a nee bridge ehoeld be oonatmoted tqKm another site to replace the prei?ent

Chain Bridge, IB’ definitely reoonmend the proportionate share of an estlnatedA
ooet of a nee bridge, to be borne by the Ulstriet of Colucbia, the Hi^ay

Bepertnenta of Maryload and Virginia, and the Federal government ,re8peotively.

See* 5* That thare is hareby authorized to be appropriated out of

any noney in the Treaeuzy of tho United States, not otherwise appropriated, the

mm of tlS^OOO or ee naoh thereof as may bs nooessary to carry out ths provi-

oione of this let, and the CoaadseioasrB of the Plstriot of Colosbia are hereby

eo^orioed md dlreeted to ssbmit an sstimats of $15,000 to tbs Congress of ths

United States tfaroegb the Bersaa of the Budget, the said amount hereby author-

ised etaen appropriated by Congrees to be ez]>onded under the direction of the

Ihirsee of Plhlio Roads of the United states Department of Agrloulture with the

npprfwral of tlM OoesdsslonBrs of the District of ColumL^ia and a due accounting

ado by ths said Boroau to the said Coeiaissionei’s of all expenditures mooe in

ooxmeotion with such survey and stud;/.





COPY

THE CdaviISSIOH OF FINE ARTS
Washington

April 30, 1935.

Dear Mr. Shinn;

Your letter of April 11th, with its enclosures, regarding a new
Chain Bridge, received the attention of the Commission of Fine Arts,

at their meeting on April 25, 1935. The Commission report that;

1, The Potomac River from Great Falls to Mount Vernon will flow
through a national park--some day. This is manifest destiny. The
American people will insist on this development as they have insisted
on the largest and finest plans for the improvement of their capital
city.

2. Chain Bridge is a feature in the District Park system. It

will eventually connect the driveways along each bank of the Potomac,
besides providing for north and south traffic. The island the bridge
crosses ultimately will be developed as a park, and the flood problem
will be taken care of after some engineering solution.

3. Whatever bridge shall be constructed should have a park
character. It should also be adequate for traffic. The driveway
should have at least four lanes. The bridge should be designed in

masonry, with the idea of permanence. It should have no steel over-
head structure. The Memorial Bridge and the Key Bridge are types
of structures to be used. The Highway Bridge and the Railroad Bridge
are types to be avoided. The cost of an adequate bridge would be

upwards of amillion dollars. The estimate of ^300,000 for any bridge

across the Potomac River is absurdly small,

4. The approaches on both sides should be adequate to handle
traffic and should be suited to the parkways of whic h they will be a

part.

5. These are all questions of good order and appropriateness.
They do not imply display and have no monumental character. They
simply imply getting across the Potomac in a simple, straightforward
manner

,

Respectfully yours,
(Signed) Charles Moore,

Chairman,
Mr, G, C, Shinn, Chairman,
Committee on Bridges,
Washington Board of Trade,
Woodward Building, EXHIBIT H-1
Washington, D. C.
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AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY
ANNAPOLIS HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D. C. April 16, 1935.

Fine Arts Commission,
Navy Building
Vilashington D.C.

Gentleiaec.:

This station has under consideration the removal of its transmitter
and studios to a place where the building is better adapted for our
use, in order that we may obtain studios leirge enough for oiu*

broadcasting*

In any removal we will be compelled to erect either a flagpole or wind-
mill type of antenna approximately 150 feet in height, bviilt out of a
very thin but strong material, to withstand any excess wind velocity.

Should we endeavor to move into a residential section of the city, there
would be serious objection by the residents that our transmitter would
blanket the radios nearby, as has been the experience with stations
throughout the country in moving. This, hov/ever, is not a fact
as is evidenced by Stations YIRC, \WkL and ours all being in the thickly
populated section. Such protests seldom come when the proposed antenna
is to be in the business section. We hesitate to apply for anything
in the residential section because of this objection, but we have in mind
at the moment the rear center of the Homer Building, located on 13th Street
from F to G Streets* We wanted to ascertain whether or not your
Commission would feel that the installation of a pole of this kind would
be objectionable at that location before proceeding with negotiations with
the OT/ners*

Under the circumstances, we trust this will not he given any publicity
as we do not desire to approach the owner of any property until we had
first ascertained whether or not it met with yovu* objection.

The writer will be very glad to drop in at your suggestion and an^iver any
further questions you should like to have answered concerning it.

'

Very truly yours,

>/

Le Roy Mark
President.

Member of the National Association of Broadcasters





COPY

April 26, 1935.

My dear liir. Lanhara:

The testimony I gave before your committee was based on a con-

sensus of the opinion in this Gomraission in discussing the extension

of the Capitol with Mr. Lynn.

At the meeting of the Goimnission of Fine iirts on April 2 5, 1935,

I discussed with the Commission the subject of the hearings of your

committee on the question of extension of the central portico of the

Capitol Building eastv;ard.

More than ten years ago the Commission of Fine Arts had gone on

record in their Eighth Report in favor of the extension of the Capitol

Building eastward, recognizing»the fact that the Capitol Building as

it stands today is an uncompleted building.

At the meeting of the Commission yesterday, the members took

formal action in favor of such extension. Of course, it is understood

that the extension commission, if created, will give adequate study

to the details of the work, with proper architectural advice.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Charles Moore,
Ghairruan.

Hon. Fritz Lanham,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. G. EXHIBIT J
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COPY

April 26, 1935.

Dear Itr. Simon:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on

April 25, 1935, approved Scheme A which you submitted for

the single arch masonry bridges to be built across

Independence Avenue to connect the Agrioiltural Department

Buildings.

For the Commission of Fine Arts:

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Charles Moore,

Chairman.

Hon. Louis A. Simon, Supervising Architect,
Procurement Division,
Treasury Department,
Washington, D. G.

EXHIBIT K
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^obemment of tfie of Columliia

OFFICE OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL

April 16, 1935.

Mr. H. P. Caenmerer, *

Secretary, Coanmission of Fine Arts,
Constitution Avenue at 18th Street, N.W.

,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

On February 12, 1934, you disapproved the sign project
of the Quality Liquor Shop at the southeast comer of 15th and
G Streets, N. W., which had been sutmitted to you by the Coinmis-

sioners of the District of Columbia in accordance with the pro-
vision of Section 3 of the Sign Regulations of the District of

Columbia to the effect that,

**all applications for permits to erect signs,

within the meaning of these regulations, on
buildings or land in areas falling within the

provisions of the Act of Congress approved May
16, 1930, known as the Shipstead Act, shall be
submitted to the Commission of Fine Arts before
permit is issued."

The local authorities thereupon refused a permit for the
sign on the 15th Street side of the comer building, said sign
being 20 X 2 feet, and facing the Treasury Building. Neverthe-
less, the proprietor of the store, Phillip Milstone, caused the
sign to be placed as proposed in the rejected application, the

same being more than 25 square feet in area and over a bay window

on public space.

On Ifoy 3, 1934, the District of Colxmxbia filed a charge

against Mr. Milstone in Police Court for erecting this sign with-

out a permit first having been issued therefor by the Inspector of

Buildings of the District of Columbia.

Thereafter, the attorney for Mr. Milstone filed motions

raising questions of law which, after extended argument, were deter-

mined in favor of the District of Columbia, and on July 13, 1934, the

case was tried before Judge Given with yourself giving pertinent

testimony. aaiisiT t.OHM
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On March 14, 1935, Mr. Mllstone was found guilty and
fined |10. His attorneys gave notice of applying for a review
in the United States Court of Appeals, and placed bond for that

purpose, but on March 21, 1935, the appeal was abandoned, the

$10 paid, and Captain Oram, Director of Inspection, D. C., noti-
fied.

It is to be noted that although there is no enforcing
provision in the Shipstead Act, the decision in this case holds

there is no such re-delegation of authority to the Conmission of

Fine Arts by the Si0i Regulations involved, or in the adopted

policy of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia in connec-

tion with the maintenance of signs on public space adjacent to

Federal property, as would destroy the efficacy of either of them.

Very sincerely yours.

E. BARRETT PRETTYMAN,
Corporation Counsel, D. C.

(D. C. V. Phillip Milstone.
Police Court case No. 1058183)
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